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UINTAH SCHOOL DISTRICT, TRICOUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
WORKING TOGETHER TO PREVENT SPREAD OF COVID-19 

 
VERNAL, Utah – The Uintah School District and TriCounty Health Department are working 
together on a plan to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the district's schools, in the event 
novel coronavirus reaches the Uintah Basin. 
 
At present, there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the tri-county area. However, the school 
district is asking all parents/guardians to keep children home from school if they have a fever, a 
cough and/or shortness of breath. Please do not send your child back to school until they are 
fever-free without medication for at least 24 hours. 
 
Teachers and school staff should also stay home if they are experiencing these symptoms, and 
should not return to work until they are fever-free without medication for at least 24 hours. 
 
All schools in the district will work with students who miss classes for an extended period due to 
illness. The process for making up missed assignments due to illness is already in district policy. 
 
There is currently no vaccine or antiviral treatment available for coronavirus, and it is flu and 
respiratory disease season. Public health officials recommend getting vaccinated for influenza, 
and taking everyday preventive actions to stop the spread of germs, including: 
 

 regular hand washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 
 covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue or an elbow, and 
 staying home when you’re sick. 

 
All nonessential travel to areas affected by COVID-19 is also discouraged. 
 
Public health officials say you should not go to a hospital or clinic first if you believe you have 
COVID-19. Instead, immediately isolate yourself from others and call your medical provider or the 
state hotline at 1-800-456-7707. 
 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has also released guidance for those who 
test positive for COVID-19. It can be found here: http://bit.ly/COVID19_WhatToDo. 
 
The school district expects to receive a “school packet” with additional information about COVID-
19 from the Utah Department of Health in the coming days. The district will use its website, 
automated phone system and Facebook page to provide this information to the public. It will also 
send the information home with students in writing and provide it to the local press for 
publication/broadcast. 
 
The CDC has published a fact sheet on COVID-19, which can be found here: 
http://bit.ly/COVID19_FactSheet. Additional information about novel coronavirus can be found at 
coronavirus.utah.gov or at cdc.gov/coronavirus. 
 


